DRAGON'S   BLOOD
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DRAINAGE

Dragon's Blood. Red resinous
exudation from the fruits of a
number of palms. Dragon's blood
is obtained from some species of
Daemon&rops, the varieties East
Indian, Malay, Sumatra, and
Borneo being from different kinds
of DaemoTiorops. It was formerly
used as an astringent in medicine
and as a component of love
philtres, and is still employed as a
colouring matter for varnishes.

Dragon Tree (Dracaena draco).
Tree of the family Liliaceae. A
native of the Canary Islands, it

Dragon Tree.   A very old specimen ol
growing in Tenerife

has long, slender, lance-shaped
leaves In a crowded head at the
summit of the stem, giving it a
palm-like aspect. The tree's small,
greenish-white, bell-shaped flowers
are produced in a large panicle.
When of great age, the trunk
branches above. There was a
great tree of this species at Orotava
m Tenerife which was world-
famous, for it was believed to have
an antiquity greater than that of
the Pyramids. In 1402 the trunk
had a circumference of 42 ft.; four
centuries later Humboldt found
that it had increased to 48 ft. In
1827 a great storm subjected it
to much injury, and in 1851 it
was destroyed. Its age had been
estimated at 8,000-10,000 y^ars.

Dragoons. Originally mounted
infantry trained and organized to
fight on foot, using horses only for
moving into action. Established
in nearly all European armies in
the 17th century, dragoons took
their name from the dragon, or
short musket, with which they
were armed. By the end of the
18th century they had developed
into cavalry proper.

In the British army there were
originally three regiments of
dragoons and seven of dragoon
guards. The 1st or Royal Dragoons
was formed in 1661 ; the 2nd, or
Scots Greys, raised in 1678; and
the 6th, or Inniskilling Dragoons,
in 1685. Dragoon guards were

the 1st, or King's, raised in 1661;
the 2nd, Queen's Bays, the 3rd,
Prince of Wales's, the 4th, Royal
Irish, the 5th, Royal Inniskilling
Dragoon Guards, the 6th, Carabin-
iers, and the 7th, Princess Royal's,
all raised in 1685. The Royal
Dragoons were present at Sedge-
moor and took up the pursuit of
Monmouth's defeated troops. Dra-
goon regiments earned distinction
under Marlborough in Flanders,
where they were employed for the
first time in a purely cavalry r61e.
The Scots Greys, Inniskilling
Dragoons, and Queen's
Bays formed the fam-
ous Union Brigade at
Waterloo, where the
Scots Greys captured a
French eagle, a replica
of which forms that
regiment's badge. The
Heavy Brigade at Bala-
clava was made up of
the 1st, 2nd, and 5th
Dragoons.

On the reduction of
British cavalry in 1922,
the 3rd Carabiniers and
6th Dragoon Guards
were amalgamated as
the 3rd-6th Carabiniers,
and the 4th Royal Irish and
7th Princess Royal's became the
4th-7th Dragoon Guards. By
1941 all Dragoon regiments had
been mechanised, the Queen's
Bays and the Scots Greys being
the last to be converted. Dragoons
now form part of the Royal
Armoured Corps, though they con-
tinue to wear distinctive badges.
Mechanised dragoons served in all
theatres of the Second Great War,
earning particular distinction in
N* Africa.

Draguignan. Town of south-
ern France, capital of the dept. of
Var. It is in a valley by the river
Nartuby, an affluent of the Argens,

41 m. N.E. of Toulon, with which
it has rly. connexion. It possesses
a handsome modern palace of the
prefecture, court house, museum,
hospital, botanical and zoological
gardens. The varied industries of
Dragu;gnan include the manufac-
ture of silks, woollens, hosiery,
leather articles, brandy, oil. It
was founded in the 6th century
Pop. (1954) 13,402.

Drainage. Term for the re-
moval of water from places hi
which its presence is harmful to
places in which it is harmless.

LAND OB AGRICULTURAL DRAIN-
AGE. A few plants thrive well in
waterlogged soil. All others, in-
cluding most of the food-producing
plants, require free circulation of
air, with sufficient but not exces-
sive moisture, in the soil in which
they are rooted. Below a certain
depth, varying according to cir-
cumstances, the soil is saturated.
The surface of saturation is known
as the water table. Most plants
thrive best when their roots ap-
proach but do not reach the water
table. Drainage aims at maintain-
ing the water table at or slightly
below the level most suited to the
plants to be grown, so that then-
roots will not be waterlogged for
more than a few hours even after
heavy rain, and yet will be able to
absorb the plant food they re-
quire, dissolved in moisture drawn
up by the capillary action of the
soil from the natural reservoir
below the water table. It can do
almost as much harm to depress
the water table too low as to allow
it to rise too high.

The limit to which the water
table can be lowered by gravity
without pumping is determined by
the bed levels of the neighbouring
streams, rivers, or watercourses.
The optimum bed levels for these,
having regard to the whole course

Drainage.   Semi-detached house drained on combined system, i.e., with all
waste water drained to one (soil) sewer,    F, fresh air inlet: G, gully;  I.C.,
intercepting chamber; M, manhole; R, rainwater pipe; 8, soil pipe; W,
waste pipe